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Get rid of those 
lockdown locks
FOR some people it will 
be the chance to enjoy a 
pint in a pub but for others 
this weekend’s step back 
towards post-lockdown 
normality will bring 
another long-awaited 
treat: the visit to a barber’s 
or hairdresser’s.

They are among the 
categories of high street 
businesses that will be 
opening their doors in 
Minehead and Alcombe 
from Saturday, with 
some even planning 
an exceptional Sunday 
opening to cope with the 
anticipated demand.

Minehead BID manager 
Andrew Hopkins said the 

return to trading of more 
non-essential businesses 
would be an important 
step towards getting the 
town’s commercial life 
back on its feet.

“Lockdown has probably 
brought home to everyone 
for the first time how so 
many diverse businesses 
actually link together to 
offer the attraction of 
town centre shopping,” he 
said.

“We have seen some 
shoppers coming back to 

the streets as the 
controls on retailing 
have gradually 
been loosened but 
it’s only when we 
get the full mix of 
businesses, from 
banks to barbers 
and from cafes to 
chemists open and 
doing business 
that we can really 
expect to crank up 
the levels of town 

centre trade.”
Not everything, of course, 

will be entirely as it was 
before. Social distancing 
measures still need to 
be observed, particularly 
in those sections of the 
hospitality sector that will 
be re-opening.

But, said Mr Hopkins, 
most people would be 
more than content to 
accept the occasional 
inconvenience in return 
for the freedom to go 
shopping again.

“And it really is in the 
interests of both staff 
and customers that we 
continue to stick to the 
rules,” he said.

“The virus is still out 
there and the threat has 
not gone away. And as 
events in Leicester have 
shown the Government is 
fully prepared – and quite 
rightly –  to re-impose 
pretty rigid local lockdown 
controls if there is 

evidence that infection 
rates are climbing again.

“The last thing we would 
want for Minehead after all 
the careful planning, after 
all the well thought-out 
safety measures that have 
been put in place would be 
to be forced to go back to 
square one. 

“I know there are 
businesses that are 
absolutely desperate to 
start making up some 
of the ground they have 
lost this year and another 
setback is the last thing 
they need.

“But Saturday has been 
declared nationally as 
Independents Day when 
we shall be celebrating 
not merely the country’s 
rich array of thriving, 
independent traders but 
also remembering with 
gratitude the way so many 
of those independent 
traders have helped ease 
the British population 
through a very difficult 
three months.

“And the best possible 
way we can repay that in 
practical terms is to go 
shopping.”

Bales Gentlemen’s Hairdressing 
29 Friday Street.  

We are re-opening our salon 
on Saturday 4th July.  

We are looking forward to seeing all  
our regular and new customers soon.  
Follow us on Facebook for updates.

Discount Bags and Leather Goods  
specialise in quality leather goods and stock an 
impressive range of bags, wallets, purses, belts, 

rucksacks and suitcases to suit all tastes and pockets. 
Discount Bags and Leather Goods can be found at  
44 The Avenue in Minehead and also online at 

www.discountbagsandleathergoods.co.uk

Hair at number one are happy to 
be open again from  

Monday 6th of July 
We look forward to seeing you. 

To book please call 01643 708701 
Or visit our Facebook page.

Leigh Hair & Beauty are thrilled to 
be re-opening as of Saturday 4th July! 

Looking forward to seeing you all soon! 
To book an appointment please call 01643 702220. 

Leigh Hair & Beauty 
23 Friday Street, Minehead, TA24 5UB 

01643 702220

Tel: 

01643 704486 
41 The Avenue TA24 5AY

We are thrilled to announce the re-opening 
of Shades Hair Salon.  

We look forward to welcoming back our 
wonderful existing and new clients from 

Saturday 4th July  
By appointment only.

We will be re-opening on  
Saturday 4th July 

We thank you all for your support through this 
difficult time and look forward to seeing you. 
Appointments by telephone only.

NOW OPEN  
Monday-Friday 10.00am-1.00pm  

and Sat. 10.00am-5.00pm  
Framing, local scenes, commissions of  

pets and people.

Attraction will be re-opening 
on Monday 6th July,  

welcoming old and new 
clients back to our salon. 
Please call us to book an  

appointment
1 Blenheim Road, Minehead

Somerset TA24 5PY 01643 706522
1 Blenheim Road, Minehead

Somerset TA24 5PY 01643 706522

att rac t ion

We are happy to be open again for all your framing, 
mounting, and printing needs. Our shop is open 

10:00am to 5:00pm, Monday to Saturday with no need 
to make an appointment. We have a perspex counter 

screen,  hand sanitiser available for customer use and a 
limit of three customers in the shop at a time to keep 

everybody safe. 

 

Courtyard Framing & Gallery 
14 - 16 Friday Street 

Minehead 
Somerset  
TA24 5UA 

Tel: 01643 705648

Churchgate Gallery 
High Street 

Porlock 
Somerset 
TA24 8TP 

  Tel: 01643 862238

The Parade (top) and Wellington Square in Minehead.


